
Unit 17: Visual and 
Special Effects

Lesson 1
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Write in your own words what a 
“visual effect” actually is…
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Watch the clip on 
the following page 
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Watch the clip on 
the following page 

Write down 5 
examples of what 
you think are 
“Visual Effects”

As an extension - 
do you know what 
these effects are 
called?
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Did you spot the VFX?

If Visual effects work well then you should totally 
believe them, but - discuss: How were these shots done?
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The sequence you just watched 
was made in 1992, let us go 
forward in time when VFX 

developed further…
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The sequence you just watched 
was made in 1992, let us go 
forward in time when VFX 

developed further…

Can you identify what visual effects techniques were 
used in the making of this sequence?
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So.. What visual effects do you 
think were used in that sequence?
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So.. What visual effects do you 
think were used in that sequence?

Blue Screen

Interactive Light

Motion Control
Camera

Background
Elements

Matte & Matte
Painting

Here’s how it was done…
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This sequence was made in the 
1990s as well, but how did 

visual effects change as we go 
more modern day…

Can you identify what visual effects techniques were 
used in the making of this next sequence?

Learning objective:
  

Be able to identify a 

visual effect 
technique







So.. What visual effects 
do you think were 

used in that sequence?
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So.. What visual effects 
do you think were 

used in that sequence?

CGI - Computer
generated images
created all the
images with no use
of models, also
created all the
backgrounds and
other elements.
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So.. What visual effects 
do you think were 

used in that sequence?

CGI - Computer
generated images
created all the
images with no use
of models, also
created all the
backgrounds and
other elements.

Green Screen
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Quick Quiz Plenary
What is a Matte Painting?



Quick Quiz Plenary
What is a Matte Painting?

What is CGI?



Quick Quiz Plenary
What is a Matte Painting?

What is CGI?

What is the difference between Blue
Screen and Green Screen?



Quick Quiz Plenary
What is a Matte Painting?

What is CGI?

What is the difference between Blue
Screen and Green Screen?

What is a motion control camera
and how does it help make a visual
effect shot?



Next Time…
Morphing 

3D Animation 
Rotoscoping


